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They carried deponent up to his house and from a verandah of it
which commands sea and land deponent saw that not a Spaniard
was to be discovered on that side of San Francisco bridge, by which
most had fled ... (p. 142)
Asked how many of the enemy were killed and wounded in the
trench when they attacked and entered, deponent said that between
the wine butts and the seawash where the enemy entered witness
saw some fall and while he was a prisoner the English told him that
five were killed and ten or twelve were wounded by harquebus shot
or steel. Later deponent learned that eight or ten were caught on
the stakes, of whom as many as three died. Deponent thinks that,
according to his reckoning, from harquebus shots and wounds and
sickness1 about 30 English died that morning.
Later, at sea, close to shore, five or six Spaniards defended a
caravel which two pinnaces had attacked, and killed two English
captains (p. 143) who were among the best who came over, and
two or three soldiers ...
While he held him prisoner Captain Francis treated deponent
well and told him many things, for deponent was a prisoner in his
own house which he owns in this city. Because it was the best in
Cartagena, Captain Francis lodged there and usually they talked
and ate together. By this Captain Francis, who told him so, de-
ponent was given to understand that he brought 3000 men out of
England in his fleet, seamen and soldiers, and that so far 500 had
died of sickness; but other officers and private individuals of the
fleet, especially one who claimed to be a Greek but deponent
believes was a Spaniard, all told him that he had not brought out
of England over 2200 or 2300 seamen and soldiers, and that at the
moment he had in this city and its harbour about 1500 or 1600 men,
the rest having died before he reached this city of an epidemic
which broke out in the fleet. Deponent does not believe they were
even as many as these said.
There were ten flags ashore and three at sea. Of these, excepting
about 200 men who seemed to be veterans, and some of them
explained that they had served in the Low Countries of (p. 144)
Flanders, in Holland and Zealand, all the rest were the most
miserable people witness ever beheld at war, little skilled in arms
and undisciplined in military matters, for deponent carefully
observed all the musters he saw held of these men, and watched
them post and change the guard, and believes that at the beginning,
before they had fortified themselves in the city, if Governor Pedro
1 i.e., of the poison on the stakes?